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Prime Minister Chou : You saw John Fairbank this afternoon. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. He gave a very enthusiastic report about China -- 
the interesting comparisons between the new and the old China. 

Prime Minister Chou : And I especially asked him to mention both 
the good points and the bad points when he spoke about his visit to 
China, because I said it would not do to mention only the good points. 

Dr. Kissinger: The only bad point he mentioned was that you were 
not yet sending people to Harvard (laughter). 


PrimeMinis ter Chou : We are willing to go but we would not like to 

stay for a long period as the first step. But he wants us to station 

permanently people there as :he first step. 



TOD CTrr*T> TP 'T /CTT'TVrCTHTT^rTr 




a$a 

• v ^-rj 




; ; • f ;/ c ^ ? - : ' ^^tosss 




" TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


^ W “a t0 Say SOmething about the war in Vietnam and the question 

s>' 

*0 

QC This is the question that was unfortunately left down from history and 

s being very difficult to resolve. And 'the Vietnamese and other 

testf^ S em Pe0 R le < . S ,!? aVe Unde * taken so ^ething that has now become a 

Hi, ' But thlS 13 at the same *“® something that is also a 

test to both your present Administration. and also the next. 

^ d re Pr ^a» My ^ ^ Fairbank has alrea <*y told you that I have on 
more than one occasion openly said that we believe that the Geneva 

i g attSt n t?me f 'wt TV"* agreements and * a * we were taken 

rectify 1 therm 6 * ° Ur takeS and would want to be able to 

f^L^V 8 ^ ^ 6re iS a cerfcain clause the US statement that is 
Tt « T m 111 ^ Sin °“ US Joint Communique that draws my attention. 

the maste 7 ^ ****** by your Pres i<tont, but also it might have been 

Saim ilfamb- 1 G J KiaSinger - that is , ^no country should 

own afcLh i l b / 1 ^ nd 6aCh C ° Untry 3hould be able to re-examine its 
ovm attitudes for the common good. And we would want to implement 

f^ an V° d ° that f aithfully ’ We have on more than one occasion 

t^Ttiml a^ miS f l ak6S t0 thS Vietnamese. Perhaps it might be said at 
Union l !£° ng the socialist countries the role played by the Soviet 

Vietnam^ A ® great ® st ' but Chin a was the one that was the closest to 
** d reS ° f 'And that is why this time we are 

be oTtL C ° mple * te reSpec * for the sov ereignty of Vietnam, whether it 

t n e ^?° S fr ° n 6 battlefield or to wards their positions at 
g J; tmg ta ble. In other words we only have the obligation to 
upport them but not the right to interfere in their affairs. 

,' 1 ° Wever ’ tbe <l uantit y °f Our assistance to Vietnam cannot be com- 
n o° Ur assis to-nce to Saigon, and that is also a fact that was 

,.° 6 , y enator Mansfield back in 1968. And he was already by that 
time the leader of the ruling party in the Senate, of the majority party, 

n ere ore it cannot be said that his words were exaggerated at that 
time. And you also admit that this has been our consistent stand. 
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Dr, Kissinger: I know it is true that your support has been less than 
ours. I don't dispute that. 

Prime Minister Chou ; And it'now seems that your present Administration 
is determined to withdraw from Vietnam and the rest of Indochina and 
to try to create an environment in which policies of neutrality are 
practiced. And such an outcome can only come off the negotiation table 
and not out of the battlefield. Because if you try to settle the matter 
on the battlefield that will inevitably give rise to resistance. Because 
the situation is one in which the US first sent in military advisers and 
then raised the situation to the level of special warfare and then 
escalated to regional warfare; this whole escalation was the result of 
actions done by previous, former US administrations. 

And with regard to the war in Vietnam, no matter what treaty you may 
cite, this sending of troops has been unjust and these are actions which 
no one can defend. And this situation can in no way be compared to your 
treaty obligations with other countries or other areas into which you have 
not yet sent troops, unless you view all the areas or countries^with which 
you have treaties as^being relations which are entirely the same as your 
relations with Saigon. And even if you view all those treaties as official 
treaties, if mistakes have been committed, then you should be prepared 
to reexamine your own attitudes and to rectify the mistakes. 

And you have always been expressing your praise for the attitude taken 
by the Chinese government in taking the negotiations step by step. That 
is not wrong, but that is because the state of war does not exist between 
our two countries. 
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You mentioned the day before yesterday that you read later on the 
records of Chairman Mao's talk with President Nixon, and he had 
mentioned in the talk in the beginning on the items that were later 
discussed during the next five or six days, and this was also a point 
that was mentioned by our Chairman. And following the advice of your 
words I re-read the records this morning, and it was your President 
that first mentioned this matter. Of course. Chairman Mao first men- 
tioned that no state of war existed between our two countries and it was 
not necessary to have a state of war exist between our two countries. 
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d your President also mentioned that China was not a threat to the 
US, and the US was neither a threat to China. Chairman Mao also 
mentioned that we neither- threatened Japan nor South Korea, and I 
added a word there that we did not want to threaten any other country. 
And proof of this point can be found in the fact that we have only done 
little nuclear experiments on the basis of self-reliance. We do not 
want to compete in this field. 


* 

Therefore I think that President Nixon and also Prime Minister Heath 

have been correct in pointing out that China is only a potential strength 

and it cannot be known yet whenever that strength will appear, and we 

know our own age and you also probably have pointed out that we probably 

will not be here m the 21st Century. You have the hope of being here at 

that time. We do not. Those seated at this side of the feable have the 

ope. Those on the other side I cannot be sure about, but on your side 
all of you have the hope. 


So the matter is very clear. We will not be a threat to you. And not 
only are we not a threat to you -- take the case of Indochina.# If an end 
can be put to the war then in Cambodia, Sihanouk will ultimately be the 
head of state. And in Laos the head will be King Vatthana. That is 
the man of prestige in Laos. Pprhaps you have not seen the King of 
Laos. I have met him. He is a very honest man. 


And in both these two countries their characteristic of neutrality will be 
more pronounced and in South Vietnam at least for a time it will be 
neutral. As for the outcome of the election I cannot vouch for that, but 
the situation will not change very quickly. And you know that we will 
not reach our hands out to that area. You are very clear on that. And 
that area will become in a certain sense a kind of a buffer. 


As for countries like Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore and the Philippines 
and so on, these countries would like to embark on a road of neutrality. 
They have asked our opinion on such matters, and we support them in 
doing so. Of course, there will also be the problem of mutual respect. 
All other countries must also respect them and not interfere in their 
internal affairs. We believe that this is a good tendency that is also 
beneficial to the relaxation of tension in the Far East. If this is to be 
achieved, not only our two countries but also the other two big countries 
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in this area and the other countries in the west must not try to seek 

domination m this area. Only this is a complicated issue. But at 

least, if our two countries pan have common comprehension of the 

matter then that will be beneficial towards relaxing the tension in the 
Far East. 

So what is the question that we now face?. The question is that the US 
overnment now feels that if it should let loose of the situation there 
and discontinue to pay attention to that area, then that would be losing 
face. And what will be the result? We have to come back to our dis- 
cussion uring your first visit -- that is, if such kind of face worries 
are to be maintained then the war will not be able to be stopped. And 
then the result will not be what you want nor be what we want. The war 
vail continue along its own laws of development; there are certain things 
that cannot be decided by himan will. But the result will be that there are 
certain people who will be happy about this. I believe that in one of my 
messages I mentioned that point, and those were true words. 

Although you have heard from certain people that we are the oiles who 
are commanding affairs in that area, how is it possible that we should 
be doing that? And to be honest and frank, if we were the commanders 
we would not fight m such a way. , You are clear about how the war in 
Korea was conducted. And your President Eisenhower, after just being 

H umWof Tm! t0 .^ 0r ® a to see ^ situation with his own eyes, and he 
°° d the situation. You know that finally in June 1953 we wiped 
out four divisions of Syngman Rhee, arid we broke through in the center 

£• S ,, t . t time the US a § reed to put its signature to the cease- 

fire. And by that time Stalin had already passed away and Khrushchev 

also agreed to the ceasefire. Since both these two sides agreed to a 
ceasefire, we also put our signature to the agreement. 

You wiU recall that during your President's visit we had a discussion 
, . ^ S ues t ouse in Villa 18, where your President was staying, in 
which I mentioned the question of the Chinese volunteers in the Korean 
war and how they were maltreated and the disgraceful role that India 

P ayed. I will not say anything more about that today because it makes 
me too sad to mention such matters. 


So j-he present situation is one in which with the turn of one's hand the 
matter could be settled. But you are continuing to stay now, and you 
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are pegged down to a point that you say that you cannot give up a certain 

government. Actually that government was set up ^™ rs ^ ® 

was also mentioned in the Sino-US communique by the OS ! side ^tha 

the absence of a negotiated settlement the US e-vumges ^ _"r“ ^ aim 
withdrawal of all the US forces from the region consistent with «« » 
of self-determination for the countries of Indochina. Y ° ur at ‘ 
the time of the drawing up of this document - that was in Octobe. r Ust 
year -- seemed to be more pronounced than your present °“ * J 
have to insist on drawing the strings of the bow so tightly and to per 

in continuing the war? 

And also you continue your bombing and blockade of the northern part of 
Vietnam 7 There is an old Chinese saying, "since the people are not 
afraid of death, how can you try to scare them with tbou^it of^de^ . 

I would not want to engage in emotional discussions. Y 

doing now is an equivalent to a provocation against us because y ™ 
only leave the continental route as the only remaining route to V etaam- 
Do you think we can watch people dying without trying to save the ™' 
a country sent its forces to Canada or Mexico and the sihiation developed 
into a similar stage, would you be able to sit there with your hands 
folded and refuse to try to save them? 

Both your President and yourself are very clear, especially yourself 

who 1ms come to China now four times, that our country is n °* a cou y 

that wants to expand abroad. We cannot even finish our own thing . . . 

what should be done in our own country. And, of course, our s ^ reng ^ t 

at the present time cannot be compared to that of the Sovie ^ 

do you think that in giving assistance to Vietnam we would 

to fr-rit our teeth and to use all our strength to assist them. y 

to grit our teem ana w * our ^ count nes 

should attach importance to the fact that it is no y 
to establish certain relations. . . 

Vice Foreign Minister Ch'iao; Attaching importance to the relations which 
has paved the way. . . 

E.’SSS.u'i ...n. Z, Ml ..I. 
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It is marked in English that they are anti-tank bomb clusters, that 
have a cluster of smaller bombs inside. It includes nearly 200 small 
bombs inside. There is no question that those were US Navy bombs. 

It can be seen very clearly that from the various routes that were 
taken by those airplanes that the flight routes all finally ended in the 
sea. They finally went back towards the sea. But you will know that 
we have exercised extreme restraint on these matters. The incidents 
that occurred on the 4th, 9th and 10th of June, we all dealt with them 
in the way of giving you internal private notification. And General 
Haig l s reply to the incidents of the 10th and 11th was extremely quick. 
He telephoned us in the afternoon. 

Dr. Kissinger: At my instructions from Tokyo. 

Prime Minister Chou: And you probably also could foresee by that time 
that something would also happen on the 11th and that is why we haven’t 
yet raised the incident that occurred on the 11th. 

And before that, before your President’s announcement of Ma-f 8, on 
the 7th, your airplanes also bombed two Chinese merchant ships that 
were at that time anchored near the island of Hon Nguof the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. You said that you had already launched an investi- 
gation with regard to this but perhaps the final result will be given to us 
at a later time. 

i 

So why isn’t the Soviet Union a target? Because they ran away. 

(Dr. Kissinger laughs.) One of their boats was damaged by your armed 
forces, but the Soviet Union did not make that public. The DRV made 
it public for them. Therefore we feel that such a course of action will 
not win the sympathy of the people of the world. 

And that is why I posed the question yesterday that if you withdrew your 
armed forces and no political resolution could be found to the issues, 
and hostilities broke out again, what could you do? Of course, not 
hostilities between the US and regional forces but hostilities between 
the liberation forces in Vietnam and the Saigon government. I asked 
what you would do in that event, and you found it very difficult to reply. 
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milifcf S ^ ^* efcnamese envisage a settlement that includes both the 

"ason LZTr'sTlS 6 POl i tiOU r PeC ‘ a ‘ W * beUetele'e ts 

Therefore, if the aueiaon of a S ° lutlon and therefore we sueport them. 

c r ^ ~ * 

r?»“ t • 

Vietnam, and therefore in tie event of v sou ; thern P a ^ °* 

of Indochina, hostilities between thl ™ thdrawal from ^t part 

out again. On the other hand if political W ° Uld break 

then that would have a binding force on all ^TtW ^ , reached * 

the attitude that that government would take t^ r i the US° t0 £1 ** 
more friendlv hf>r*„ce , towards the US would be 

which you also had made a lltertittST Ye”* 7°““ ^ " agreement ” 
that it was easy to solve all th* ^ ■ Y alS ° mention ed last July 

forward by Madame Binh and vou e* P01DtS of 4116 7 ~P olnt proposal put 

certain pelts of ler p^posal 7 “ a * PraSSed yOUr *™*°™*°» ° 7 

rr d most °i them - • • wMch ad k «p 

sswseacar. =r .twsksk t, s,t,. 


Dr. Kissinger; But it was a response. 


S S l he^t g C o^ nm B ent a rs Z lit “£* “f ^ g ~„ts, 

opposed to each other. That is’ whv a 616 ° T& £° Ur J ™ 0 positions were 
tion should be found tW ij u ^ means Sh ° Uld be f ° Und and a 8olu - 
be a government that rn w ^ ^ agreeable to bot h sides. This should 

include the forces of alltfd^ ^ ^ Sid&S and tiiat also would 

hi s at^^Tn:%r 4 htt^ 
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through general elections Vietnam would choose to take the socialist 
road, that would be something else. As for socialism in : the present 
world, there are many variqus kinds of socialism. From the point 
of view of philosophy you have' long seen'that point as a point that ' 

John Foster Dulles did not see. As to what kind of socialism that 
South Vietnam would choose if it would turn to socialism in the future, 

I cannot say, and yet you are so afraid of that. Anyway, I won't see 
that, because they have already declared that it will be only after a 
certain period of time that Vietnam would seek to be reunified. Yet 
you are so fearful and so sure that the government that would emerge 
would be a communist government. And through your contacts with 
us you would know that it is not an easy task at all for a country to truly 
build up socialism and to thoroughly eliminate exploitation and to also 
eliminate the ideology of the exploiting classes. Chairman Mao has 
mentioned that the Cultural Revolution will have to be carried out many 
times. 


I do not agree with your prediction for Germany. How could Ger many 
be turned into a country like Finland? It is impossible. I seem to have 
more confidence in the Germans than you do. They wouldn't want to be 
a Finland. As for the other two possibilities, there might even be a 
different, third possibility. That is why I said that Germany was at the 
crossroads. * 


- Dr, Kissinger; What is the third possibility? 


Prime Minister Chou : To continue to remain split. 


Dr. Kissinger: Oh, yes. I start from that assumption. I was talking 
about West Germany alone. 


Prime Minister Chou : It is impossible for West Germany to become a 
Finland. I have been to Germany for only one year and Mr. Ch'iao 
has been to Germany for three years. And we all of us seem to have 
more confidence in Germany than you, the American sitting across from 
us who was born in Germany. And as for Fast Germany, it is more 
than Finland --it has already become a kind of dependency, ’ but it is 
impossible for West Germany to become that. As for the other two 
possibilities, they exist. Therefore as to the future development and 
prospects, why should you take so much care about that? 
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Dr, Kissinger; What country are we talking about? (Laughter) 

Prime Minister Chou : We are turning back to Indochina. 

So what is bad in relaxing the tension in the Far East for a time and to 
having a period of neutrality in this area? I am tempted more to agree 
to the attitude you took when you were drawing up the communique. 
Because otherwise there are things that would not be able to be realized. 
And therefore we might as well solve the military and the political 
aspects together and to set up a good relation that would be able to 
continue for a certain period of time -- for several years. And perhaps 
in the words of your President, you might be able to attain a generation 
of peace, or in my words, a generation of relaxation. 

Otherwise, if the issue of Indochina is not resolved, then that will affect 
the settlement of the Taiwan issue. It would also affect the two sides 
in Korea that wish to co-exist peacefully. That will also inevitably 
affect the direction of Japan. And Southeast Asia will continue # in an 
upheaval, and relaxation will not be able to be realized in that area 
either. I don*t know whether you noted that or not, but there can be seen 
a tendency towards relaxation --it can be seen from the recent meeting 
that was held of the Asian Pacific Council in Seoul. I don*t think South 
Vietnam participated in that. I believe there were nine countries that 
" formally took part. I believe the nine units that participated were -- 
officially -- South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines, Indonesia, 
Australia, Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. And there were three that 
might be called observers. They included South Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and Laos. 

They especially applauded the visit of your President to China and the 
Soviet Union which was conducive towards the relaxation of tension. I 
was greatly taken aback upon reading that report because I wondered how 
they could have put in the matter of your Presidents visit to China. So 
finally I decided that it must have come out of the hands of Aichi and the 
Foreign Minister of South Korea and perhaps Mr. Romulo might have 
taken part too. They said that your President had visited Peking and 
Moscow; I said that was illogical because the communique itself was 
issued in Shanghai. They had no other way to say it than that. They 
had to make some conciliations. They could only write it that way. And 
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because Taiwan has now changed its so-called Foreign Minister, and 

he knew it would not have been easy to oppose that issue, he probably 

kept comparatively quiet and if Chow Shu-kai had taken part, he 

probably would have created a scene and the others would not have 

listened to him. So the present Foreign Minister thought it would be 

more intelHgent to keep quiet. That does. not mean that I appreciated 

the statement issued by those nine units. I only mean that this tendency 
has drawn our attention. 

So why is it that one should get tangled up in the single knot of Indochina’ 
Especially in view of the fact that all these nine units have expressed 
appreciation for your President's visit to China, although Taiwan probably 
did not appreciate it, but it probably could not refrain from acquiescing. 

— • I had the pleasure of talking to their Ambassador, and 

they would not have recommended it if we had asked them to (Chou laughs.) 

.g rime Minister Chou : Of course. And therefore, with regard to the 
issue of Indochina, we feel it would be better if you adopted an attitude 

™ , m ° re directed towards a settlement of the issue. Otherwise you 
wm be placing a difficult question before us. Because you know that we 

see f relaxation in the tension, and by doing that you are 
e ghtmg the Soviet Union. You are giving them an opportunity to heap 
■abuse upon us. They already are doing that. 

* ♦ 

After you completed your visit to the Soviet Union we kept quiet because 
we did not think it was necessary to create a commotion, and we also . 
were not opposed to that. Even after the visit we only issued a very short 
news report --an objective report. We issued no comment. 

Dr. Kissinger: We noticed that with appreciation. 

Prime Minister Chou: But after your visit here they heaped abuse upon 
. . * sa ymg that we did not assist the Soviet Union in assisting Vietnam. 

There is no such thing. They are trying to pile all the burdens and the 
responsibilities of assistance onto our shoulders; including the thin gs 
that they want to send into Vietnam, they also send them to us. 

Therefore I do not understand your policy, and, according to what you 
us uring your visit last July, your subjective desire was to settle 
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ttie issue, but it seems as if the objective tendency is to follow the 

kwtlf; rxr that r e r f b L war * so what are ^ ^ 

your o^L Can ^ tMS 8ituation? 1 ca » omy ask for 


£inger: Let me make a number of observations, Mr. Prime 


Dr. Kis 
Minister. 

Prime Mini ster Chou : I wanted to get your comments tw v T 
said all this. Otherwise, hew can we have a “^ n ££ TLV 
other purpose would we welcome you to come to China? Because you 

b“ S the 3 ran°d ThiT PS that mUSt be ““ relations 

g r. Kissinger: I am fully aware of that. First, in connection with 

investigated themaUand 

to nTkf^esetnvesS f ^ eSti ^on. As know, since we had 
to make these investigations through military channels and since the 

results ^are^omefcT 861 *° adm J t a mistake » 1 have to confess that the 
ults are sometimes inconclusive. Our military claim, and I don't 

say this to be vague with you, that perhaps there is some inadequacy 

dLT'tT w^' ^i 1 menti0n it: onl y 80 that ^ this were true, and I 7 
don t ask for a reply today, it might have some consequences to you 

fChou T mer ® fore raght be important for you to look into. 

(Chou laughs). I am not saying this for a defense. 

Prime Minister Chou : I know. 

I 

P _ r. Kissinger : There is no doubt that if bombs fell on your territorv 

I t Te We C r ed 1 ** <* 7 -r rddars. Ld if you cITld 

but To W P lct “ reS ’ WOUld want them ’ not because I question you 

reLrn At? ap P r °P riate disciplinary measures when we 

li^ht of aU of 07 rate bG iHt^tion of our government, in the 

Lght of all of our discussions, to challenge the sovereignty of the People's 

Republic or to engage in provocations against the Peopll'7Republic. 

doss ibn ^° T f WG !^ VG issued new instructions which would avoid the 
possibility of mistakes by keeping our planes further from your territory. 

Pri me Minister Chou : We can make a present of those pictures to you. 
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W Je^m/ani tSdate." C °° rdlnates ^°. where thes 

tteiOthf mSter r ' hn -' You : mean the bombs that fell in the morning of 
Dr- Kissinger: Exactly, and the 


S^ fa railway^ tation . “ "* ^ S ° Uth 0f the *«•» of Ping Hsiang, 


Dr. Kis 


singer ; How many bombs ? 


Prime Ministe r Chou* Two a«« i ^ , 

i^uuu. iwo anti-tank bomb clusters. 

- fo* — fi*- ss mger: We can only extend nnr . 

^are is no explanation. " ha^d 

JFve to^ou^tef “ S *°“- The “<»<&» te. a 

marked on it in the future. A ? Wl11 get the EngU^h also 

aircraft incursion on the 4th of June took^n ThiS WES the r ° Ute which fche 
out. You know there is som tJ “ like that and ^ent 

out - it protrudes a bit, sTJr^s U becausa ** ”oves 

That is Ping Hsiang andthat is the Aikou r -i tflcult for P eo P le to remember, 
.road in Vietnam that you bombed ^° Urai W station. So this is the 
nearer and that is the^eas ”n for Z “ P *° ft0w ^ which ia 

9th there were three groups of inh- • * ln ‘ ruslon on the 4th. On the 

and wen^out^ther e me “ ^ 

sxz% r r of the ~ — — «•*- 

jfeime Minister Chou : We have the tvnp t fv.- i 

them are F- 4 s. This was the ho k 1 think maybe Perhaps all of 

on the 10 th. tHe b ° mb of the P^ ane ^at bombed our territory 


Dr - Kissinger : Where did the bomb drop 


j^rim e Minister Ch ou: (Points) t 

Phnprctmh of the ' 'Aikou -area This 'is ou takes Pictures.) That is the 
-xllW^ the: place. That is ^ ^ Wc 

whole picture of th- 3 W: ' on the oorr.o. That was * 
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Kissinger: Which is the 4th of June? Can I have these pictures? 


Prime Minister Chou : Yes, T but I will ask them to put some marks on 
them where exactly the bombs fell. We will give the whole thing to you 
later after we get the coordinates in English. So we will leave it at that. 

Dr. Kissinger: I have all these reports from our military people about 
these. Of course they deny everything, and I can read them to you, but 
I don't know what good it would do. 

Prime Minister Chou ; Maybe you could read a paragraph. For instance, 
what do they say about the 10th? 

Dr. Kissinger: Bombs on PRC structures. The PRC charged that two 
planes entered into the PRC airspace with guns in the area of Pingshan (?). 
They just refute the charge. CINCPAC Air Force has confirmed that the 
7th Air Force had no aircraft operating above 21 degrees north latitude 
in North Vietnam within four hours of either side of the time period in 
question. Why don't you read it yourself (to the interpreter) tar the Prime 
Minister? That would be easier. If you can understand his English you 
are better off. 

Mr. ^Negroponte is shocked. He doesn't understand my method of operation. 
They don't teach this in the Foreign Service Institute. (Chou laughs) 

Prime Minister Chou : This is a more convenient way of conducting things. 

Dr. Kissinger: Here. This is all of it. 

(Miss Tang reads document at Tab A to Prime Minister Chou. ) 

Prime Minister Chou : There are a lot of small bombs that were included 
in the cluster. 

t. 

Dr. Kissinger: Well since they have denied that they have dropped a 
cluster it is not very fruitful to discuss what was in it. (Chou laughs) 



Prime Minister Chou : Maybe they would like to see it. 
(Miss Tang continues reading. ) 


Dr. Kissinger: (To other intero 
you could avoid making a wcrd-i 


reter who is copying from document) If 
or- word record of in, in would help me. 






0 

■« 

1 


•! 


3 

V 


Miss Tang: Long Beach radar? 

i 

Dr. Kissinger: That is the cruiser from which these planes are launched. 
That is an American cruiser Jhat keeps track of all our planes. 

(Mass Tang reads more, then stops, puzzled. ) 

Dr. Kissinger: What is it in English? 

% 

Mss Tang : None of the aircraft identified above are operated at a speed 
of 192 knots, which is the speed indicated by the time and distance factors 
resulting from the unidentified Long Beach radar fixes. 

— Kis singer: The Long Beach picked up some airplanes that were mov- 
ing at a speed of 192 miles, and the argument is that none of our planes 
fly that slowly. y 

(Miss Tang continues reading. ) 

Miss Tang : What is POWT? 


Dr. Kissinger: I don't know. I just noticed that myself. I will ask Com- 
mander Howe. But at any rate it is after the event. I will find out and 

let you know. (NOTE: It was misprint that should have read "post" for 

"post- strike. ") 


- r ‘ (After Miss Tang finishes reading document) I won't ar- 

gue this point. I also have longer reports on them by the Secretary of 
Defense. The major point is it is not authorized. It is not encouraged, 
and we have given new orders which in our judgment should prevent it by 
keeping the airplanes a further distance from your territory. 

Secondly, the purpose of our actions was not to provoke the People's Re^ 

public. As a matter of fact, before we took the decision on May 8 we 

foresaw that one objective result of that decision might be to strengthen 

the influence of the People's Republic in Hanoi, and we did not consider 
that a disadvantage. 

As we have told you on previous occasions, we have no interest in encour- 
aging the spread of Soviet military presence all around your borders and 
therefore to the degree that the Soviet Union has withdrawn some of its in- 

uence from North Vietnam and you have increased yours, we did not in- 

tend that as a provocation to vou. 

* 
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Third, I am not sure whether I understood the Prime Minister correctly 
when he spoke about Vgritting your teeth" and giving assistance. I remem 
ber that the Prime Minister told the President that unless the People's Re 

public was attacked, was directly attacked, it would not use its military 
forces in Indochina. 7 . ~ 


Prime Minister Chou: But we must continue the transportation and our 
people will die in that course. 


Dr. Kissinger: I understand. 

Prime Min ister Chou : Transportation by ships, by cars, and even by 
shoulder poles or train. Since you have cut off all other routes we still 
have to send things. Because you know that our two countries, that China 
and Vietnam are linked by both land and water and sea, and you know 
that we cannot just sit here and see them lacking food, because you know 
that you are now attacking even their food supplies. The two boats -- 
more than two -- that you attacked that went to, the - [name.] 

Island and another the [name]. 

Dr. Kissinger: I know what you mean. * 

Prime Minister Chou: The Honshi ships including the ships that were 
attacked, all the [name] ships that went to those two islands were 

carrying grain and you could see the grain being carried off the ships. 

. The new island and the Honla Island. So this will inevitably incur the 
death of large numbers of people. 

Of course, the Soviet Union will not go there to try to send supplies in 
(Chou laughs). It is very clear. What you meant by saying that our influ- 
ence had increased in North Vietnam could only be that our assistance had 
increased. But originally before that our assistance was already greater 
than that given by the Soviet Union because they only gave certain military 
assistance while we gave all-round assistance including all kinds of com- 
modities. Anyway, if you continue the bombing that will inevitably incur 
more deaths. And to try to solve the question by killing people will not 
bring about a settlement. 


^ r * K issinger : Mr. Prime Minister, this gets me to the most important • 

problem. It is in a sense absurd that you and we should have tension over 

an area from which we are attempting to withdraw and which you are not 
attempting to enter. 
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Prime Minister Chou : It is absurd. 

Dr. Kissinger ; I agree also with the basic objective ..of the Prime Minister 
that we should try to create an area of relaxation of tension. I also agree 
with the Prime Minister that neutrality of many of these countries can be 
achieved through an unde rs tan ding between our two countries at least. Be- 
cause if we both showed a strength and if we both oppose outside interven- 
tion, it will be very difficult to have outside intervention. 


So we are in the curious situation, and finally I agree with the Prime 
Minister that a continuation of the war will have the consequence in 
Southeast Asia, in Korea, in Japan and unfortunately on our relationship, 
that he predicts and for no sensible objective. What then is the problem? 
In our view the problem is the inability of a government that has fought 
30 years, or 27 years, to think in political terms, and its impatience to 
settle everything in one negotiation and in one time period. And couple 
that with a certain pride that they want to be able to say that they can de- 
feat the U. S. 


Prime Minister Chou : It cannot be put that way. It is you that has 
compelled them to fight like that. 

Dr. Kissinger: Well, it is our different interpretation. 

Prime Minister Chou : Because you imposed armed forces into that area, 
and then you armed the Saigon regime. 

Dr. Kissinger: But we are talking about the current situation. We have 
withdrawn 500,000 troops. 

Prime Minister Chou : That I admit. 

Dr. Kissinger: And we want to withdraw the remainder. 

Prime Minister Chou : And since you have withdrawn your troops to its 
final remainder, their why do you want to leave that n tail n there and try 
to expand the war with the tail? 

Dr. Kissinger : But the Prime Minister knows, because I told him yester- 
day, that we are prepared to withdraw the tail. If the North Vietnamese 
accept a ceasefire we will withdraw all our forces in return for our prisoners 


Prime Minister Chou : Does that mean that your air and naval forces would 
also withdraw? 
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Dr. Kissinger : Yes. 

Prime Minister Chou : So then since you will have by that time withdrawn 
all your forces and have all your prisoners of war repatriated, then if the 
political issue cannot be solved and a civil war breaks out again, you 
shouldn^ go back to take care of that. Because we wouldn ! t take c£re of 
that, so what reason is it for you to go back to take care of that situation? 

Dr, Kissinger : Mr. Prime Minister, you have more experience in inter- 
national affairs than I so you know there are certain situations in which 
it is very difficult to give a formal answer, because one does not want to 
create a legal obligation for what may be taken care of by reality. I be- 
lieve if a sufficient interval is placed between our withdrawal and what 
happens afterward that the issue can almost certainly be confined to an 
Indochina affair; and if there is no other outside intervention. From your 
own analysis of the American situation it should be self-evident that in a 
second term we would not be looking for excuses to re-enter Indochina. 
But still it is important that there is a reasonable interval between the 
agreement on the ceasefire, and a reasonable opportunity for a political 
negotiation. 

Prime Minister Chou : The present regime in Saigon is receiving large 
quantities of U. S. armed military assistance, and therefore it is not 
possible that the Saigon government will recognize a reasonable settle- 
ment that might be the outcome of negotiations between the Vietnamese 
people. 

Dr. Kissinger : I am not certain that in the absence of American forces 
and of the American air and naval power the Saigon government might not 
prove to be more reasonable in negotiations. 

Prime Minister Chou : They have their own armed forces, and they have 
blind confidence in their own armed forces. And they also are convinced 
that although you have left, if even you may not go back in, you would not 
resist giving them the military assistance that they wanted. 

Dr. Kissinger: We offered last year to limit military assistance to South 
Vietnam in the same proportion that North Vietnam limited assistance it 
received in the military field. 

Prime Minister Chou : So the outcome of your logic is that the war will 
continue? 
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■Be * . .. Kissinger; No, the outcome of my logic is that for the time period . . 

am no rying to win debating points because I agree with the Prime Min- 
ister that we have .a difficult problem to settle. The outcome of my logic 

. .f 7 e arG pUtting a - time interval between the military outcome and the 
p litical outcome. No one can .imagine that history will cease'on the Indo- 

chma peninsula with a ceasefire. And I believe that if the North Vietnam- 
se had confidence in themselves they should have a better chance this 
way than through a continuation of the war. 

* 

The Prime Minister referred to what President Eisenhower did in Korea 
If we had that opportunity, we would settle the war very quickly. 

P rime Minister Chou : The situation was different. 

Dr. Kissinger; Of course. 


Sn fh : Beca “ s \ at that *® P®°pl® in South Korea had 
aria “' ttere was onl ^ ft® ft™ ®id®®- North Korea was the one 

of ^ ° aer ' S ° ttere was a tte between the strength 

vet eSrS ^ 1958 ' b “‘ you hav ® n,t responJed to this 

y . The situation that prevailed in that time was different. 

J agree ™ th the Minister. The Prime Minister 

m e nt Sa Tw a - h6 , 1SSUe 18 that WS d ° not want to § ive *p a certain govern- 

fiie ffoverimient 110 W ° rr -ti Ct * we - wiU not do is ourselves to overthrow 

the government. We will agree to an historical process or a political pro- 

these forces are! *** ° rCeS Vietnam w* 11 assert themselves, whatever 


Why should we be afraid of socialism in Vietnam when we can live with 
communism in China? (Chou laughs) 

P rime Minister Chou j_ That is the point that I don't understand. 

a“d St i^not tl J erefore what we are trying to do ' Mr® Prime Minister, 

of betraval W gams your own interests, is not to end this war with an act 
to a nro^ ' • & “ 0t , Want fco overt hrow this government. We will agree 

I° P I SS m 7 hlCh the pe °P le of South Vietnam have an opportunity to 

3 ^? Tha ‘ ” ““ *«*“• " — * ®£®® ourselves 

only because nDt mentioned them 

ana therexore very time- consuming 
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negotiations. We have offered elections which would be supervised and 
run by commissions in which all three parties are represented. And we 
have offered that President Thieu would resign a month before the elec- 
tion and if extending this period somewhat would make the problem of the 
Democratic Republic somewhat easier we can do that probably. 

So there is a possibility for a political negotiation. The reason we can- 
not accept this government of national conciliation is because its objective 
consequence will be to overthrow*, the existing government and bring into 
power -- it is a very thinly disguised formula for bringing into power the 
DRV. And therefore we believe that the most rapid way of ending the war 
would be to concentrate on the military issues and permit us to disengage 
from Indochina, and after that permit the local forces to work it out, 
either through negotiations or other means. 


Prime Minister Chou: You mean the local forces in Vietnam? 

Dr. Kissinger : Yes. 

Prim e Minister Chou : But if the issue cannot be solved at the present 
existing negotiation table then the local forces will continue in conflict. 

This can almost be said to be certain, 

» 

Kissinger: Then at least the outside forces will be disengaged. 

Prime Mini ster Chou : You mean there should be a ceasefire during the 
-period of time in which the negotiations are being held? 

• i 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. 

Prime Minis ter Chou : I think that that probably could not be done. Would 
the Saigon government -- regime -- agree to that? 

Dr. Ki ssinger: At this moment with great reluctance, because they be- 
lieve they are winning, but we would see to that. 

Prime Mini ster Chou : You could only see to that by continuing to give 
them arms and assistance. 

Dr.^ Kissinger; We would certainly not increase our arms and assistance 
during a ceasefire, and we would almost certainly reduce the quantity 

during the ceasefire. Since less equipment would be destroyed, we would 
almost certainly reduce it . . . 
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Dr. Kissinger: We are not ... it is senseless to believe that we are 
looking for an excuse to be permanently involved in Indochina. 

I 

Prime Minister Chou : But according to our experience in China, although 
a ceasefire may have been signed before the civil war broke out again in 
China, we had documents ancbusually even had agreements and both sides 
signed the agreements, but later on when Chiang Kai-shek felt that he had 
strength to launched a. civil war he went on. 

Dr. Kissinger; The Prime Minister explained to me once that if Chiang 
Kai-shek had observed the ceasefire in 1946 he might have lasted six 
years longer. 

Prime Minister Chou: The question was that his subjective desire would 
not allow him to abide by its agreements. He thought that he could do it. 
That is the same case with you. 

Dr. Kissinger: I believe that the danger of Thieu breaking the agreement 
is much smaller than the danger of the Democratic Republic breaking the 
agreement. Because if Thieu broke a ceasefire there would be a good 
chance that he would lose American support. 

# 

Prime Minister Chou : It is very difficult to say that. I cannot answer 
for them. 

* 

Aliyway, in a word, why is it. that the DRV insists on having a political 
settlement at the same time as a military settlement? It is because they 
"believe that if the political side can be resolved, that would be better, 
truly towards relaxing the tension in Indochina, and also better towards 
solving the question for the time being. 

Dr. Kissinger: If I may make one suggestion for the Democratic Republic, 
and in which your advice to them could be helpful since they are so suspi- 
cious of us. They should look not just at the words of the agreement but 
at the trend. No matter what the words of the agreement in 1954 would 
have been. Secretary Dulles was determined to go into Indochina. No mat- 
ter what the words of the agreement in 1972, or whenever this Administra- 
tion makes it, there is no reason for us who are seeking to normalize rela- 
tions with you to remain in a position of tension with Hanoi. When we were 
attempting to build barriers against you, there was one policy. But now 
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which will strengthen those forces whose practical convictions are 
against the policies I have ... 

Prime Minister Chou : Your previous sentence was illogical. 

Dr. Kissinger: Why? 

• *" 

Prime Mini ster Chou ; First of all, what strength of force does North 
Vietnam have to interfere in your domestic politics? You have interfered 
in their domestic politics to such a degree that it is becoming disgraceful, 
and they have no way of interfering in your domestic politics. For instance 
I don't believe that if McGovern would come to office he would be able to 

solve the question. Did not you read the interview between Chairman Mao 
and the President? 

Dr. Kissinger: Oh, yes. 

Prime Mini ster Chou : I also read it. And it seems to me that if you 
were willing to settle the issue then, it would be comparatively easier 
for you to do it than for McGovern. 

Dr. Kis singer: Yes, but why should we not be willing to settle it? We 
have accepted every proposal. There is one we cannot accept, and I 
have told you we will not accept. But we will accept . . . 

Prime Mini ster Chou : So things will remain in a stalemate and the war 
will continue. 

Dr. K issinger : No, we will try to find a way of dealing with it. 

Prime Mini ster Chou : (laughs) But you just now said that your next meet- 
ing would be the same as the previous meetings were. 

Dr. Kissinger; It depends with what attitude the North Vietnamese approach 

us. They have never yet dealt with us on any other basis except through 
ultimatum. * 

* 

Pri me Minister Chou : You say that they don l t understand you. I think 
that you don't understand them either. 

Dr. Kissinger: It is probably true. I agree with you. 

Prime Minister Chou : I believe you entered political life from a previous 
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and are so unwilling to let it go? You also know that we have no ambition 
whatsoever in Vietnam, and you also know that we do not wish to dominate 
Vietnam; they would not accept that nor do we have such a desire at all. 
Since you consider them to beT a heroic people, then you should assist to 
fulfill their desire to be independent. It seems to me that the honor that 
would result from doing this would be much greater than what would re- 
sult in continuing to destroy their land until they were finally torn to tat- 
ters, but still remain to resist. 

- Dr. Kissinger; Yes, but I think we are getting off the basic issue because 
there is no sense in attempting to persuade us that we should not stay in 
Vietnam, since I have told the Prime Minister that we intend to leave Viet- 
nam. The only issue is whether the change should result from a political 
process or from American decision,- We would like to start a political 
process by which the Vietnam people are finally free to determine their 
own fate. That is the only issue. The North Vietnamese have asked us 
to set up their government by political action. That is the one thin g we 
cannot do. That is the only issue. We want to leave. We do not want to 
stay. We do not want to tear apart North Vietnam. We were forced into 
it this year. We are not obstinately staying in Vietnam. It is contrary to 
what we want to do. We should not spend most of our time in Peking talk- 
ing about Vietnam. (Chou laughs) It is contrary to what we really want. 

i 

Prime Minister Chou; But if we say nothing about this here and you go 
back and implement your old policy then the war will continue. 

Dr. Kissinger: No. I appreciate the discussion, but we would like to 
have a situation in which it became unnecessary. 

Prime Minister Chou: So let us leave that situation alone for a time. So 
the question will arise if the war will continue, then our two countries 
should try to attempt to still maintain relaxation in our relations. 

Dr. Kissinger : I agree. 

Prime Minister Chou; So we must try to find the means to do so. If you 
continue your bombing like you have, that will become very dangerous. 

You were saying that Vietnam is interfering in your internal domestic pol- 
itics while you are bombing their country --do you not consider that to be 
interference in their internal politics? It is interference to such an extent 
that it cannot but give rise to sympathy in the other countries of the world. 
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It is time we know each other’s basic policy. Before coming you read 
the records of the meeting between Chairman Mao and the President. 
And this morning I specially took it out to read it twice. I also re-read 
our communique. These documents should be considered to be our 
basic stance, and both our common points and our differences come out 
very clearly in them. And the tendency is to seek relaxation of the gen- 
eral situation, and first of all, ‘in the Far'East, isn’t that so? 


Dr. Kissinger: That is right, and that is our basic settled policy. 

Prime Minister Chou : And the possibility of this happening is greater 
than otherwise. And during your present trip to Japan you also have 
been persuading your Japanese friends that a relaxation would be better 
for them too. 


Dr. Kissinger : Exactly. That was partly a result of our diicussion. 

Prime Minister Chou : And so if the Soviet Union itself all alone wants 
to create a tense situation how can they do that? That is why they are now 
trying to create a great atmosphere of relaxation in Moscow. In Moscow 
they are saying to their people that China is doing this or that, but in our 
country they are trying it by stories of relaxation and . . . T^at is not 
what we do. If there is tension, there is tension. If there is not, there is 
not. We don’t mix it up. 
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